
THE COURTAULD & SOMERSET HOUSE
ENJOY A PRIVATE VIEW RECEPTION AND DINNER AT



THE COURTAULD 
Home to one of the greatest art collections in the UK and 
located in the historical setting of Somerset House, venue hire 
at The Courtauld provides the unique opportunity to host your 
guests amongst iconic works by Manet, Degas, Monet, Van 
Gogh, Gauguin, and Cézanne, amongst other remarkable 
works from the middles ages to the present day.

Elevate your event with exclusive access to one of The 
Courtauld’s special temporary exhibitions. 

View The Courtauld Gallery with a virtual tour here.  

SOMERSET HOUSE
Built on historic foundations at the very heart of the capital, 
Somerset House is London’s working arts centre, home to the 
UK’s largest creative community and one of the city’s best 
loved public spaces.

Run as a charity by Somerset House Trust, all event hire 
income directly contributes to the venue’s cultural public 
programme, education and outreach work and helps maintain 
the Grade I listed site for over three million visitors to enjoy 
annually - you can be confident that your event will be directly 
supporting an organisation offering immense value to an 
audience that goes far beyond your attendees. Download our 
full Venue Hire Brochure here. 

The grandeur and heritage of these diverse venues, coupled 
with the expertise of our Events teams, offer an unrivalled 
location for your next event.

https://courtauld.ac.uk/about-us/venue-hire/
https://courtauld.ac.uk/gallery/exhibitions/Explore
https://courtauld.ac.uk/gallery/virtual-tours/
https://www.somersethouse.org.uk/venue-hire
https://www.somersethouse.org.uk/sites/default/files/Somerset%20House%20Venue%20Hire%20Brochure%20Mar%2022.pdf


PRE-DINNER RECEPTION
Commence your special evening with drinks, canapés, and 
private viewing of exceptional artwork at The Courtauld 
Gallery. Immerse your guests amongst one of the greatest art 
collections in the UK, choose from one of the following spaces:

LVMH Great Room, third floor

The Courtauld’s breath-taking top floor is the home of 
masterpieces from The Courtauld’s world-renowned Collection of 
Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings. Highlights include 
Manet’s A Bar at the Folies-Bergère (1882), Van Gogh’s Self-
Portrait with Bandaged Ear (1889), and the most significant 
collection of works by Cèzanne in the UK. The LVMH Great Room 
is London’s oldest purpose-built exhibition space and was the 
former home of the Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition.

The third floor is also home to the Denise Coates Exhibition 
Galleries, providing the perfect setting for a reception with private 
view of a major exhibition. Explore The Courtauld’s exhibition 
program here. 

Blavatnik Fine Rooms, second floor

These six elegantly restored rooms showcase works from the 
Renaissance through to the 18th Century.  The architect of 
Somerset House, William Chambers, was a founding member of the 
Royal Academy and made sure its rooms on this floor were 
sumptuously decorated with stunning ceilings, beautiful fireplaces 
and ornate door handles.

https://courtauld.ac.uk/gallery/exhibitions/


Following your private view reception, guests will walk 
across the iconic Edmond J Safra Fountain Court to the 
Portico Rooms.

Located on the first floor of the South Wing, with original 
features, natural daylight and uninterrupted views of the 
London skyline the Portico Rooms are a spacious and 
elegant setting. This network of 18th century spaces can 
be adapted and tailored to any event brief. 

Included in the hire are two private balconies. Whether 
you prefer to watch the sunset across the River Thames 
from the south facing balcony or marvel at our 
sensational fountains and The Courtauld from the north 
facing balcony, the Portico Rooms are a truly stunning 
venue for any event.  

View a 360 Virtual Tour of the Portico Rooms here.

DINNER IN THE 
PORTICO ROOMS

https://live.circus360.uk/360experiences/SomersetHouse/FINAL/index.html


YOUR EXCLUSIVE HIRE
Available for up to 100 guests
Venue Hire Fee: £14,000+VAT

This includes:
Supplier access to Somerset House: 17:30
Supplier access to The Courtauld: 18:00
Guest access to The Courtauld: from 18:45
Private View* and Reception: 18:45 – 20:00
Dinner in the Portico Rooms: from 20:00
Guests depart by: 22:30
Venue clear by suppliers: 23:30

Catering, AV, production and all other requirements, 
including furniture, are separate to the venue hire 
quote and can be provided by one of our accredited 
suppliers.

Additional guest hours past 22:30 are possible at an 
additional cost of £1,000+VAT per hour. Our late 
license is currently till 01:00. Late night licenses are 
subject to approval and available on request

* either special exhibition or the permanent collection



APPROVED SUPPLIERS

AP&Co. create exclusive and luxurious dining 
experiences that immerse guests into a story 
they will want to tell again and again.

With over 40 years’ in the industry, AP&Co. 
continue to be leaders in luxury event catering 
with a modern heritage take on food and styling. 

44 (0)20 7840 7640

enquires@alisonprice.co.uk

www.alisonprice.co.uk/

With an outstanding reputation for show-stopping 
events, world-class gastronomy and flawless service, 
Blue Strawberry have been at the forefront of the 
events industry for 30 years. Inspired by iconic 
Somerset House, the team believe that every event 
should be extraordinary. 

44 (0)20 7733 3151

lauren@bluestrawberry.co.uk

www.bluestrawberry-tabletalk.co.uk

Bubble’s creative and customised food design and events 
services are delivered with professionalism and passion. Their 
highly imaginative events boast a keen sense of ‘theatre’, 
highest quality menus and flawless service.                                                                                 

44 (0)20 7703 2653

info@bubblefood.com

www.bubblefood.com

By Word of Mouth is known for its beautifully 
presented food and stylish, hands-on approach.

44 (0)20 8871 9566

events@bywordofmouth.co.uk

www.bywordofmouth.co.uk

CATERING

Catering, AV, production and all other requirements, including furniture, are separate to the venue hire quote and can be provided by one 
of our accredited suppliers. Please note that we do not allow any non-accredited suppliers to work onsite. If you would like us to gather some 
initial quotes on your behalf, then please do send a full brief of your requirements for the event.

“Food that sings”, radiant people, and seamlessly 
orchestrated events, Zafferano continues to raise the 
bar at great catering performances.

44 (0)20 8905 9120

info@zafferano.co.uk

www.zafferano.co.uk

PRODUCTION

Wise Productions is a specialist technical production 
company that is truly passionate about providing you with the 
very best creative ideas, service and technical solutions.

44 (0)208 991 6922

events@wiseproductions.co.uk

www.wiseproductions.co.uk

mailto:enquires@alisonprice.co.uk
http://www.alisonprice.co.uk/
mailto:lauren@bluestrawberry.co.uk
http://www.bluestrawberry-tabletalk.co.uk/
mailto:info@bubblefood.com
http://www.bubblefood.com/
mailto:events@bywordofmouth.co.uk
http://www.bywordofmouth.co.uk/
mailto:info@zafferano.co.uk
http://www.zafferano.co.uk/
mailto:events@wiseproductions.co.uk
http://www.wiseproductions.co.uk/


ENTERTAINMENT

FLORISTS

FURNITURE

We work with our clients to secure and 
deliver the very best and most appropriate 
acts for each occasion. Whether you are 
considering a DJ, swinging jazz band, 
traditional string quartet, daring circus act, 
roaming performers, immersive experience 
or something completely bespoke and off-
the-wall, Velvet will supply the best 
entertainment tailored to your event.

44 (0)20 8947 8245

info@velvetentertainment.net

www.velvetentertainment.co.uk

Sternberg Clarke supply all 
forms of entertainment from the 
traditional to the extraordinary. 

44 (0)20 8877 1102

sales@sternbergclarke.co.uk

www.sternbergclarke.co.uk

In a world filled with mediocrity, Options 
Greathire strive to provide superior quality 
furnishings and tableware for every type of 
event. Options Greathire believe in being 
thorough and in listening to all our clients. 
Options Greathire want your event to stand 
out and be in a class of its own!

44 (0)20 3609 0609

welcome@options-greathire.co.uk

www.options-greathire.co.uk

Stunning and stylish furniture rental 
solutions to suit every event. With 
extensive and exclusive ranges of modular 
furniture for hire, bars, specially sourced 
and bespoke pieces available on request 
our expert consultancy, styling and 
planning team are also on hand 
throughout the planning process to 
support wherever they can!

44 (0)20 8947 8245

info@velvetliving.co.uk

www.velvetliving.co.uk

The hallmark of quality, luxurious 
flowers since 1924. Timeless design 
united with progressive florists to 
create modern classics.

44 (0)20 3130 9219

info@hayfordandrhodes.co.uk

www.hayfordandrhodes.co.uk

Renowned as one of London’s finest florists, creativity, quality and passion are the 
values that have grown to become our signature. We’re hugely proud of the relationship 
we’ve cultivated over the past 28 years and it’s our expertise and imaginative ethos that 
consistently sees Lavender Green Flowers produce work for the country’s top galleries, 
museums and historic houses. 

44 (0)20 7127 5303

info@lavendergreen.co.uk

www.lavendergreen.co.uk

Really, really good florists creating 
beautiful arrangements for lovely people.

44 (0)20 7720 1245                                                             

flowers@pinstripesandpeonies.com

www.pinstripesandpeonies.com

APPROVED SUPPLIERS

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/btYRC7n0tzOqLSRRjLt?domain=velvetentertainment.net
mailto:info@velvetentertainment.net
http://www.velvetentertainment.co.uk/
mailto:sales@sternbergclarke.co.uk
http://www.sternbergclarke.co.uk/
mailto:welcome@options-greathire.co.uk
http://www.options-greathire.co.uk/
mailto:info@velvetliving.co.uk
http://www.velvetliving.co.uk/
mailto:info@hayfordandrhodes.co.uk
http://www.hayfordandrhodes.co.uk/
mailto:info@lavendergreen.co.uk
http://www.lavendergreen.co.uk/
mailto:flowers@pinstripesandpeonies.com
http://www.pinstripesandpeonies.com/


Somerset House
Strand, London WC2R 1LA

The Courtauld
Strand, London WC2R 0RN

BY LONDON UNDERGROUND
Nearest stations
Temple (Circle & District lines; 250m, 5 min)
Covent Garden (Piccadilly line; 650m, 8min)
Charing Cross (Bakerloo & Northern lines; 700m, 10min)
Embankment (Circle & District lines; 700m, 10min)
Waterloo (Bakerloo, Waterloo & City, Jubilee & 
Northern lines; 800m, 11min)

BY RAIL
Nearest stations
Charing Cross (700m, 10min)
Blackfriars (1km, 13min)
Waterloo (1km, 13min)

BY RIVER
River Bus Services RB1, RB2 and RB6 all stop at 
Embankment Pier, 
roughly 600 metres from Somerset House.

OUR LOCATION CONTACT US
SOMERSET HOUSE EVENTS TEAM
+44 (0)20 7845 4618
events@somersethouse.org.uk
www.somersethouse.org.uk

THE COURTAULD EVENTS TEAM
+44 (0)20 8138 4813
venuehire@courtauld.ac.uk
https://courtauld.ac.uk/about-us/venue-hire/

http://www.instagram.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/venue-hire-at-somerset-house/
mailto:events@somersethouse.org.uk
http://www.somersethouse.org.uk
http://www.somersethouse.org.uk
http://www.somersethouse.org.uk
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